
  

Our Mission 

“To reveal the light of Jesus Christ in Columbia and around the world.” 
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March  
2022 
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Newsletter  

Summary Of Bishop Tracy Malone’s  
Conversations of the Heart from January 27, 2022 

“Even strong young lions go without and get hungry, but those who seek the Lord lack no good thing.” 
~ Psalm 34:10 ~ 

Bishop Malone gave an encouraging and inspiring message on Thursday, January 27 at Aldersgate UMC. 
Laity and clergy from across the area gathered for this third round of Conversations of the Heart. She 
acknowledged the challenge and difficulty of the times—between the pandemic, tensions within The United 
Methodist Church, injustice, hate and violence in the world around us, exacerbated by political warfare and 
polarization, we are experiencing deep anxiety in ourselves, our churches and our communities. Bishop 
Malone offered a beautiful word of encouragement that I wanted to share with all of you: 

Be steady in your faith: Bishop Malone encourages us to rely on our resources to be sustained 
through these times and always. 
 Prayer: bathe yourself and your world in regular prayer. John Wesley used to say that all of life is a pray-

er. Talk to God; listen to God; trust in the wisdom of God. 
 Scripture: get into the Word, and let the Word shape you. Let the Word speak to you and through you so 

you may know God’s purposes for you, for your church, and your community.  
 Community: we cannot and should not do any of this alone. We are created to be in community together 

with one another. Pray for one another, be in conversation with one another and walk together in all 
things. 

Continue to be resilient: Bishop Malone encourages us to remain joyful, to stay focused on the mis-
sion of the church for the sake of a broken, hurting, and divided world. God has not given up on the church—
the gospel still saves, and the Holy Spirit still moves! She encourages us not to get stuck on that which is not 
happening, but to focus on how the Spirit is moving. The East Ohio Conference is standing with us as togeth-
er we serve a God of abundance and not of scarcity. Stay connected to one another as we continue to do 
ministry together in connection. 

The General Conference (the global meeting of The United Methodist Church that takes place every 
four years, but has been postponed twice due to the pandemic) is still scheduled for August of this year, and 
we will not know whether it will take place for a while yet. Bishop Malone shared that some form of separation 
within our denomination is inevitable, but we should be aware that there is a lot of assumptions, misinfor-
mation (or not sharing complete information) going around to push churches into premature decisions. Bishop 
Malone reassured all that the UMC is a big tent church, a body that was inclusive from its inception to make 
room for all. No one is denied for who they are and what they have to offer to the life and ministry of the 
church. The UMC is made up of a beautiful variety and diversity of people united in the Holy Spirit and com-
mitted to our mission. We don’t all think the same, but we trust each other that we are committed to Jesus 
and the mission of the church. We are called to be more than echo chambers of our own image, but instead 
to serve in love, united in the essentials of faith. Bishop Malone exercises her authority to hold all of this 
beautiful unity and diversity together in this church, to strengthen and support every local church where the 
Word of God is preached, where Christ is offered, where the table is set for all who hunger and thirst for right-
eousness. Bishop Malone assured everyone that no one will be compelled to do anything contrary to their 
theological convictions. The diversity of thought and opinions is welcome in the UMC, and there is a place for 
all. No one will be pushed out or asked to abandon their theological convictions or act contrary to their convic-
tions; and likewise, no one will be prevented from doing the kind of ministry they are called to offer.  

I am thankful for the courageous and strong leadership of our Bishop. Let us stay focused on the mission to 
make disciples of Christ for the transformation of the world. 
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“We don’t yet see things clearly. We’re squinting in 
a fog, peering through a mist. But it won’t be long 

before the weather clears and the sun shines 
bright! We’ll see it all then, see it all as clearly as 

God sees us, knowing him directly just as he knows 
us! But for right now, until that completeness, we 

have three things to do to lead us toward that con-
summation: Trust steadily in God, hope unswerv-
ingly, love extravagantly. And the best of the three 

is love. 
~ 1 Corinthians 13:12-13, The Message ~ 

The Beatles sang, “All you need is love…love is all you need…” I think they were thinking more of 
romantic love, the kind of love that sweeps you off your feet and makes the world disappear. The 
Greeks called this kind of love eros. The love that we are commanded to have for God and for 
neighbor is a more comprehensive kind of love than this – and the Greek word for this kind of love 
is agape. Agape is unconditional love, or as C.S. Lewis defines it, the highest level of love known 
to humanity, a selfless love that is passionately committed to the well-being of others (from C.S. 
Lewis’ book The Four Loves, 1960).  

This kind of love is not always easy for us to practice. How do I unconditionally love those whom I 
bitterly disagree with? How do I love selflessly those who are selfish? How do I passionately com-
mit myself to the well-being of those who do not seem to be interested in my well-being at all? 
How do I love people who view the world so differently from me that it feels as though we must be 
living on different planets altogether? These are the kinds of questions that humanity has been 
asking for centuries – “God, is there an exception to the rule, because I don’t know if I can do this 
otherwise…” In the sermon on the mount, Jesus tells us that we must “love your enemies and 
pray for those who harass you so that you will be acting as children of your Father who is in heav-
en. He makes the sun rise on both the righteous and the unrighteous.” (Matthew 6:44-45, CEB).  

Love is certainly not easy, is it? This is the love that God has for us – and God certainly makes it 
look easy. In spite of my misdeeds, the mistakes I have made and will make, in spite of how many 
times I get things wrong, God loves me fiercely, and God will never stop. I am sure that I am not 
all that easy to love all the time, and yet God sticks with me anyway. Perhaps this helps us to look 
at the world in a slightly different way: God loves me, even when I am not always walking in God’s 
will and way; God loves everyone else in the same way – and if, as John Wesley so often ex-
claimed, God could love me, “even me,” then perhaps I can stop trying to find loopholes in the 
Great Commandment to love God and love neighbor. 

The apostle Paul lays it out so beautifully in his first letter to the Corinthian church. This is a pas-
sage that I return to often. If we ask, “Well, what does this agape unconditional, selfless love that 
is passionately committed to the well-being of others look like exactly?” then we will certainly find 
a pretty well-thought out description of it in 1 Corinthians 13:1-13. I invite you to take time to read 
this passage and deeply consider what Paul is saying. In the Message translation, the heading for 
this passage is “The Way of Love,” and I think this is important – love is a way of life, a way of be-
ing, an attitude, a mindset, an approach to all of living and all people. Living love is not always 
easy, but it is what the Lord asked us to do.  

The great comfort in this passage lies in the reassurance that even though we don’t have all the 
answers now, even though we don’t fully understand everything now, that that is okay; what is im-
portant is to trust steadily in God, to hope unswervingly, and to love extravagantly. Even if we 
don’t always get it right, it is our desire to live the way of love, our intention of living it out  that 
makes all the difference—God sees our hearts. Perhaps, without realizing it, the Beatles have it 
right after all – love is all you need. Thanks be to God for the gift of love and for showing us how 
to share it with the world!  

In Christ’s love, 
Pastor Mar 
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Join us for Sunday School! 
 

Every Sunday at 10:30 am 

 
All children in Preschool—5th grades are welcome! 

We begin together in the sanctuary and children are dismissed to  
Sunday School after Children’s Time. 

 

Ash Wednesday is on March 2, 2022 

Come and worship with us and receive your ashes. 

Wednesday, March 2, 2022 at 10:30 am in the sanctuary: 

The United Methodist Women sponsors this service, and all (men and women) are invited to 

attend. A coffee hour and fellowship will follow (depending on current COVID protocols). 

 

Wednesday, March 2, 2002, at 7:30 pm in the sanctuary: 

Join us for worship in the evening following Youth Club. All are welcome! 

 

Why do we receive ashes? 

The ashes symbolize our humility before God, and our recognition that we are mortal. It is a 
time when we reflect on what we need to change in our lives in order to live responsibly 
and lovingly as a member of the created world as we begin the 40-day journey of Lent. 
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Methodist Youth 
Fellowship 

All youth in  
7th through 12th grades 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All youth in 7
th
 – 12

th
 grades are invited 

to attend, and please feel free to bring 
your friends! MYF is a time of fun and 
fellowship and growing in our love and 
faith in Jesus Christ.  

Our next meetings are on the 
3rd Sunday of each month: 

Sunday, February 20 
6:30-8:00 pm 

Sunday, March 20 
6:30-8:00 pm 

It seems early to do so, but we will begin 
planning for our summer mission trip dur-

ing our next meetings. Summer will be 
here before we know it (and I, for one, 

am ready—this winter is COLD!) 

SEE YOU ALL AT MYF!!! 

 

“You are young, but don’t let anyone 
treat you as if you are not important. Be 
an example to show the believers how 

they should live. Show them by what you 
say, by the way you live, by your love, by 

your faith, and by your pure life.” 

~ 1 Timothy 4:12 ~  

      

 The Winter Session started January 12 
with our “Snow Day” theme.  Although Mother 
Nature didn’t cooperate, there was a lot of 
“snow” shoveling during the table game.  Jan-
uary 19 was “Tin Can Anniversary,” and the 
members and staff brought in 34 cans of food 
for the Columbia Food Bank.  Upcoming 
themes include: January 26, “School Spirit 
Night;” February 2, “Ground Hog Day;” Febru-
ary 9, “National Pizza Day;” February 16, 
“God Bless You Day;” February 23, “Tootsie 
Roll Anniversary;” March 2, “Ash Wednes-
day” (Everyone is encouraged to wear cross-
es and the color purple.); March 9, “Discover 
What Your Name Means;” March 16, “Be a 
Clown” (It’s an opportunity to dress like a 
clown!); March 23, “Puppy Day” (Wear clothes 
and accessories that have pictures of puppy 
dogs and bring a stuffed puppy dog.).   

 The banquet will be March 30.  As in 
previous years, we will be asking for volun-
teers from our church family to help with the 
cooking and clean-up.  Cooking will be done 
the day of and the day before the banquet.  
As a token of appreciation, we will share our 
meal with all who volunteer. Please contact 
Lillie Merrill (330-483-4609) if you are able to 
help. 

 Membership can happen anytime so if 
you would like your child to experience Chris-
tian nurturing in a Vacation Bible School set-
ting, contact Lillie Merrill (330-483-4609).  All 
children in grades K – 8 are welcome to join 
us on Wednesdays from 4:15 to 7:15 p.m. for 
Bible Study, Worship, Activities, and Family 
Time which includes a meal.  Guests are also 
welcome so if you and your child would like to 
come for an evening to see what Youth Club 
is all about, contact Lillie to make the arrange-
ments. 
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“The Lord is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?”  (Psalm 27:1) 

     We all have special people in our lives who are always there for us – family, 

friends, neighbors.  But even more than faithful people, is your ever-reliable God.  

God is by your side every minute of every day.  Let us take time to remember God’s 

unfailing love for us. 

     THANK YOU FOR YOUR ASTOUNDING SUPPORT OF OUR SOCK DRIVE!  Be-

cause of your commitment to helping others, 324 pairs of socks, 134 scarves, 13 pairs 

of gloves, 5 hats and 1 pair of pajamas were donated to Elyria Salvation Army.   

     Your UMW met on Wednesday, January 5, 2022.  We will be sponsoring a morning 

Ash Wednesday Service.  It will be at 10:30 a.m. on Wednesday, March 2, 2022 in the 

sanctuary.  All (men and women) in our church are invited to attend.  Depending on 

COVID protocol in place at that time, a coffee hour and fellowship will follow in Fellow-

ship Hall.  

     Thank you to those who continue to support Columbia United Methodist Women by 
purchasing products from RADA.  You can order directly at their website – 
www.radafundraising.com.  Click on Select Your Fundraising Group; then put in Co-
lumbia’s zip code and give Columbia UMW credit.  
     Our next regular meeting will be Wednesday, February 2, 2022 in Fellowship Hall 

at 10:00 a.m.  Thelma Ball will present the program “Reaching for the Garments of 

Healing.” 

 

Pam Andrews and Sally Stone – co-presidents 

 

UMW CALENDAR 

Wed. Feb. 2, 2022 – 10 a.m. – Regular Meeting 

Wed. Mar. 2, 2022 – 10:30 a.m. ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE 

Wed. Apr. 6, 2022 – 10 a.m. – Regular Meeting 

http://www.radafundraising.com
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The Upper Room Devotional 
Group has been meeting for 
seven years. We meet at 11 
a.m. on Thursdays. One  
advantage of this group is 
that each session is a stand-
alone session. We do the  
Wednesday Upper Room 

Devotional each week. Missing a session 
does not require make-up work. Join the 
group at any time.  The group is now meet-
ing in fellowship Hall.  

If you have questions,  
call Sally (440)236-8935. 

Our Senior Club will  take more time 
before we  resume activities. 

 

                      

 

 

We will keep you posted when 

we will resume meeting. 

. 

Monday Night Bible Study 
Monday evenings at 7:30 PM 

 
This study group is led by Bob Keane, and 
meets Monday evenings in Fellowship Hall. 
Masks are required and social distancing 

practices are followed. 
 

For more information, please email the 
church office at  

cumcoffice@windstream.net 
 

Study groups takes a break in the summer 
but will resume in the fall. 

 

Tuesday Lunch Bunch 

Bible Study 
Tuesdays at noon—bring your lunch 

and your Bible! 
 

All are welcome—jump in any time. We use 
lectio divina to read and study scripture and 

discuss what God might be saying to us 
through the Word. 

 

 

 

GIVING STATEMENTS AND 
OFFERING ENVELOPES  
 

 2021 giving statements have 
been mailed.  Contact Cindy Gerbick 
(440-236-5570) if you have any ques-
tions concerning your statement. 

 A supply of new offering enve-
lopes is on the table located in the 
church entry.  Please note, you may 
still use the envelopes you have on 
hand until they run out.  It is not neces-
sary to get a new pack of envelopes 
each year. 

Crafting for Mission 
Meeting February 26 at 10 am 

Our crafters have been really busy making 
lap blankets, but now we would like your 
help. If you have a loved one whom you 
would like to honor by dedicating a blanket 
in their memory, please let Lynne or Barb 
know. Each blan-
ket will be given to 
someone in a 
nursing home, a 
homebound per-
son, or anyone 
who needs a 
physical reminder 
that they are loved 
and prayed for.  

 
 

Please contact Lynne Keane at  
440-225-3159 or Barb Hitchcock at  

236-3071 Thanks. 
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SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE 
Service of Worship:  10:30 a.m.  
(Drive-in worship available on 87.9 FM) 

Online Worship is made available by the Monday following on our YouTube channel 
Our Mission “To reveal the light of Christ in Columbia and around the World” 

February 2022 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

12:00 Bible 
Study 

2  
10 am UMW 
4:15 Youth Club 

3 

11 am Upper 
Room 
7:15 Choir 

4 5 

6 
8:30 am Men’s  
          Breakfast 
10:30 Worship 
11:45 Confirmation 

7 
7:30 Bible Study 

8 

12:00 Bible 
Study 
6: 30pm  
  Preschool  
         Board Mtg. 

9 
4:15 Youth Club 

10 

11 am Upper 
Room 
7:15 Choir 
 
 

11 12 

13 
Youth  Choirs 
10:30 Worship 
11:45 Confirmation 

14 Happy 
Valentine’s 
Day 
7:30 Bible Study 

15 

12:00 Bible 
Study 

16 
4:15 Youth Club 

17 

11 am Upper 
Room 
7:15 Choir 

18 19 

20 
10:30 Worship 
11:45 Confirmation 
 
6:30 pm MYF 

21 
7:30 Bible Study 

22 

12:00 Bible 
Study 

23 
4:15 Youth Club 

24 

11 am Upper 
Room 
7:15 Choir 

25 26 
10 am Crafting  
       for  Mission  
   Fellowship Hall 

27 
10:30 Worship 
11:45 Confirmation 

28 
7:30 Bible Study 
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March 2022 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
No Bible Study 

2  
Ash Wednesday 

10:30 am UMW  
  Ash Wed. Ser. 
4:15 Youth Club 
7:30 pm Ash    
      Wed. Service 

3 
11 am Upper 
Room 
7:15 Choir 

4 
World Day of 
Prayer 

5 

6 Lent 1 
8:30 am Men’s  
          Breakfast 
10:30 Worship 
11:45 Confirmation 
 

7 
7:30 Bible Study 

8 
12:00 Lenten  
      Bible Study 

9 
4:15 Youth Club 
7:30 pm Lenten  
        Bible Study 

10 
11 am Upper 
Room 
7:15 Choir 

11 12 

13 Lent 2 
10:30 Worship 
11:45 Confirmation 

 
 
Daylight Saving 
Time begins 

14 
7:30 Bible Study 
 
 
 
 
 

15 
12:00 Lenten  
      Bible Study 

16 
4:15 Youth Club 
7:30 pm Lenten  
        Bible Study 

17 
St. Patrick's 
Day 
11 am Upper 
Room 
7:15 Choir 

18 19 

20 Lent 3 
10:30 Worship 
11:45 Confirmation 
 
6:30 pm MYF 

21 
7:30 Bible Study 

22 
12:00 Lenten  
      Bible Study 

23 
4:15 Youth Club 
7:30 pm Lenten  
        Bible Study 

24 
11 am Upper 
Room 
7:15 Choir 

25 26 
10 am Crafting  
       for Mission 
Fellowship Hall 

27 Lent 4 
Youth Choirs 
10:30 Worship 
11:45 Confirmation 

 
UMCOR  Sun-
day 

28 
7:30 Bible Study 

29 
12:00 Lenten  
      Bible Study 

30 
4:15 Youth Club 
           Banquet 
7:30 pm Lenten  
        Bible Study 

31 
11 am Upper 
Room 
7:15 Choir 
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For Daily Prayer:  
 

For Daily Prayer: Cassidy (John K. grand-
daughter), Dan M. (Ayden & Gavin’s Grandpa), Russ 
& Clara L., Joanne & Joyce T., Dee & Cecil K., Con-
nie H., Linda R., Edward P., Stephanie, Glenna S., 
Gloria W., Penelope, John & Norma K., Donna S., 
Sally & Marty B., Mary B., Joe P., Chuck & Heidi M., 
Chuck & Olga S., Rick M., Sally B. Charlie R., How-
ard B., Tim C., Suzanne & Tiffany S., Jiffy M., Bob 
S., Charlie R., Howard B., Bob S., Warren I., Dick & 
Sandy H., Bob D., Jane L., Mindy B., Renee H. 
 

Those in service to our country. 
 
Those in nursing homes or assisted living.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayers. 
 

 

 

  

 

(If you know of someone who is hospitalized or in a 
care facility and would like support from our church 
community, Please notify the church office! Please 
let us know when prayers have been answered and 
names can be removed.) 
 

“And pray in the Spirit on all occasions 
with all kinds of prayers and requests. 
With this in mind, be alert and always 
keep on praying for all the Lord’s  
people.”        
    Ephesians 6:18  

 

February 
2 Renee Huntington 

4 Pat Schaffer 

19 Marilyn Zoller 

25 Martin Lodge 

27 John Kiley 

28 Madelyn Berger 

 

 

March 
12 Sandy Eichenberg 

14 Mary Melnyk 

25 Bonnie Newling 

 

Birthdays & Anniversary 

We love to celebrate with you! Let us 

know your birthday and/or anniversary 

so that we can celebrate you, too! 

Email Pat at the church office: 

cumcoffice@windstream.net 

DO WE HAVE YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS? 
 

One thing we are learning during the  
pandemic, is that it is important to be  
prepared in the event that we need to  

communicate quickly to all of you. Please 
be sure to send us your email address so 

that we can build up our database.  

Please email the church office at  
cumcoffice@windstream.net.  

Thank you for your help in making  
communications more effective! 

Celebration of Life 
Dianne “Dee” Morlock 

Saturday, March 5, 2022 at 
American Wilderness Campgrounds 

17273 Avon-Belden Rd (Rt. 83) 
Grafton, OH 

Opens at 1:00 pm; service at 1:30 pm;  
reception to follow. 

mailto:cumcoffice@windstream.net


 

10 

Making Progress! 
Columbia UMC has had a steady online presence throughout 
this pandemic since March of 2020. It started with pre-recorded 
videos created by Pastor Mar, which continued as we began to 
offer drive-in worship, and even after we resumed full in-person 
worship in the sanctuary on Easter Sunday of 2021. In mid-
December we began recording the worship services with a vid-
eo camera, but these still had to be edited to include the hymn 
lyrics and prayers for full participation for those worshipping 
from home. In the month of January, we began utilizing the live-
streaming equipment to record the Sunday services. We may 
not be fully ready to live-stream (and will not be for some time 
as we have some additional work ahead to bring internet service 
into the sanctuary), but the equipment, run by Jim Wonnacott, 
has been absolutely wonderful, and enables us to make the 
worship service available by late Sunday afternoon rather than 
by Monday morning. Thanks be to God! We are making steady 
progress! Please keep us in prayer as we work toward our goal 
of live-streaming the worship service to you on Sunday morn-
ings so that we can worship together, no matter where we are! 

  Preschool continues with stringent COVID protocols in place.  Masks are being 

worn by all staff and students when inside.  Cleaning protocols are endless.  We 

appreciate the concern and value the support of our parents who have done their 

part to help us keep our students and staff safe.   

     Registration for 2022-23 is now open.  We will run two classes on Monday, 

Wednesday and Friday from 8:30 a.m. - noon.  Please pass this information on to 

interested parents.  

 

Pamphlets are available in the narthex.   
Questions should be directed to,  
Renee Huntington at (440) 387-6505 or 
(440) 539-6835 
Website:  www.CUMPreschool.com 
E-mail: preschoolCUM@gmail.com 
Phone: (440)387-6505. 

Jim Wonnacott expertly running the switcher, 
camera, and computer to record the worship 
service on Sunday mornings for YouTube. 

http://www.CUMPreschool.com
mailto:preschoolCUM@gmail.com
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       Many thanks to those of you who 
have continued to support the minis-
tries of our church during the past year.   
Through your tithes and offering gifts in 
2021, we were able to pay all of our fi-
nancial obligations in both the General 
Fund and World Service Fund and ring 
in the new year with balances going 
forward.  Although we have had to rein-
vent the wheel, we continue to be the 
hands and feet of Jesus to all of you, 
the Columbia Community, and the 
world. 

 We started 2021 with a General 
Fund balance of $21,970 and ended 
with a balance of $21,895.  An addition-
al blessing happened in November 
when our $16,500 Payroll Protection 
Loan was forgiven. 

 The year-end balance in the 
World Service fund was $1,619, which 
will help support local, national, and in-
ternational Methodist ministries.  In ad-
dition to paying our World Service and 
Conference Apportionments, funds 
were donated to support UMCOR 
(United Methodist Committee On Re-
lief), the Nehemiah Mission, North 
Coast Haiti Mission, and missions sup-
ported by funds collected on Human 
Relations Day, World Communion Day, 
and Student Day. 

 Again, thank you so much! 

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 
 By Charles Wesley, 1747 

Love divine, all loves excelling, 
Joy of heaven, to earth come down, 

Fix in us thy humble dwelling, 
All thy faithful mercies crown! 
Jesu, thou art all compassion, 
Pure, unbounded love thou art; 

Visit us with thy salvation! 
Enter every trembling heart. 

Come, almighty to deliver, 
Let us all thy grace receive; 
Suddenly return, and never, 

Never more thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, 

Serve thee as thy hosts above, 
Pray, and praise thee without ceasing, 

Glory in thy perfect love. 

Finish then thy new creation, 
Pure and spotless let us be; 

Let us see thy great salvation 
Perfectly restored in thee; 

Changed from glory into glory, 
Till in heaven we take our place, 

Till we cast our crowns before thee, 
Lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

In this great Wesley hymn we sing of the power of 
love. Wesley reminds us that God is the source of all 
love. There is no love apart from God. Any love we 
humans are capable of giving and receiving is pure 
diving gift, whether we realize it or not. Sin renders 
humans incapable of love. But love is more powerful 
than sin. God freely shares the gift with us because 
he loves all of us as his own children. We need to be 
reminded that the love we receive today has its 
source from God. How we respond, and what we do 
with this gift, is entirely up to us. 
 
Love is the power of God that saves, liberates, 
heals, and makes all things new. 

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in 
God, and God abides in them. Love has been per-

fected among us in this: that we may have boldness 
on the day of judgement, because as he is, so are 

we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect 
love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punish-

ment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection 
in love. We love because he first loved us. Those 

who say, ‘I love God’, and hate their brothers or sis-
ters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or 
sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom 

they have not seen. The commandment we have 
from him is this: those who love God must love their 

brothers and sisters also (1 John 4:16b-21). 

Article credit: Steve Manskar, “Valentine’s Day 
and Love Divine” on umcdiscipleship.org 



Columbia U.M.C. 
25453 Royalton Rd 
Columbia Station, OH44028 

Phone:  440-236-8822 
Email cumcoffice@windstream.net 
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JOIN US FOR A LENTEN STUDY 

Witness at the Cross  
by Amy Jill Levine 

Place yourself as a witness of the cross  
and determine what your own testimony will be! 

(Publisher description:) Experience Holy Friday from the perspective of those 
who watched Jesus die: Mary his mother; the Beloved Disciple from the Gos-
pel of John; Mary Magdalene and the other women from Galilee; the two 
men, usually identified as thieves, crucified with Jesus; the centurion and the 
soldiers; Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus. Jews and Romans, friends 
and strangers, the powerful and the powerless, the hopeful and the despair-
ing. The story of Jesus’s death is not something we just read: we think about 
it, and we experience it; we hear the taunts of the soldiers, the priests, and 
the passersby even as we hear the famous “seven last words” from the cross. 

In Witness at the Cross, Amy-Jill Levine shows how the people at the cross each have distinct roles to play. 
Each Evangelist presents a distinct picture of the death of Jesus. Each portrays different individuals and 
groups of people at the cross, each offers different images and dialogues, and so from each, we learn how 
those meanings and messages cross the centuries to any who would come to the cross today. 

Daytime option:  Tuesdays at noon, from March 8 to April 12 
Evening option:  Wednesdays at 7:30 pm from March 9 to April 13 

JOIN US! See Pastor Mar for more information. 


