
  

Our Mission 

“To reveal the light of Jesus Christ in Columbia and around the world.” 

December 2021 
January 2022 

The 
Newsletter  

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year  

From Columbia United Methodist Church  
 

December 5, 2019 at 8:30 AM  

Father-Child Christmas Breakfast  

 

December 12, 2021 ~ 10:30 am 

Children’s Christmas Play 

 

December 19, 2021 ~ 10:30 am 

 Christmas Cantata “Prepare Him Room”  

 
December 19, 2021 ~ 7:00 PM 

Blue Christmas Service of Remembrance & Hope 

 

December 24, 2021 at 7:00 PM   
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

 

December 26, 2021 ~ 10:30 am 
Service of Lessons and Carols 
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Dear Columbia family and friends, 

As I sit down to write this message, I can hardly wrap my mind around 
the fact that we are already beginning the Advent Season with seasonal 
Bible Studies, special events in church, and the highlight, Christmas Eve, 
as we celebrate and rejoice anew that God sent Jesus Christ into the 
world, Emmanuel, God With Us. Glory be to God! 

Don’t you sometimes wish you could make the warm feelings of Christmas last all year? It is 
beautiful to see so many special mission and ministry opportunities to be intentional to serve and 
love others throughout December. It is a time of reconciliation, a time when many lay aside their 
differences. It is a time where, as Dr. Suess so beautifully describes it, when the heart of a Grinch 
can grow two sizes. But what happens after the decorations are put away, when the joy of Christ-
mas gives way to the bleak, cold months of January and beyond? How can we be intentional of 
holding on to the joy and goodwill all year?  

This week in our Bible Study, we pondered over Philippians 4:4-7 as we engaged in an ancient 
Ignatian practice of the Examen. This is one of my favorite passages (and yes, I do have many!) 
because it is something that will not only encourage us, but is also something to adopt as a way of 
living everyday with joy and gratitude, in peace and goodwill: 

Be glad in the Lord always! Again I say, be glad! Let your gentle-
ness show in your treatment of all people. The Lord is near. Don’t 
be anxious about anything; rather, bring up all of your requests to 
God in your prayers and petitions, along with giving thanks. Then the 

peace of God that exceeds all understanding will keep your hearts 
and minds safe in Christ Jesus.  

The Ignatian Examen is a wonderful spiritual discipline. Essentially, it is a practice of gratitude, a 
way of being intentional in noticing God’s presence and movement in the world around us. It is al-
so a way to reflect on the ways each day that we missed opportunities to be who God calls us to 
be, where we missed seeing God’s presence. By reflecting over where we saw God moving 
throughout our day, we find ourselves more intentional about watching for God in the upcoming 
day. Like the encouragement of Paul, it helps us to remain joyful and hopeful, remembering who 
and whose we are as we move about our world. 

Being joyful doesn’t mean that we are never sad; joy is a result of living in hope—even when 
things are hard, when we feel sad to our core, we know that God will walk with us even through 
this, that eventually the dawn will break over whatever dark night we find ourselves in. Being gen-
tle with others is especially important. We never know what others are carrying around with them 
deep down inside themselves. Being kind is everything.  

The exhortation to not be anxious about anything may be a bit harder for us. I am a worrier; I 
know many of you are, too. To tell us not to worry makes us somehow worry more, doesn’t it? Yet, 
what Paul is saying is to not try to carry everything on our own, but to bring it to God. To ask God 
for help, to give thanks for all that God is already doing, helps us to learn to trust God more. That 
incredible peace of God that we cannot even put into words fill our hearts so that somehow we 
know that things will work out.  

I pray that you and your families be blessed this Christmas with joy, peace, hope and love. I pray 
that you will be blessed in the New Year as well. And beyond that, I pray that you will hold on to 
that joy, peace, hope, and love throughout the year. I pray that you will know the presence of God 
and that it will be a cause of thanksgiving, a source of hope and peace, and a reminder to be gen-
tle and kind to all whom we meet.  

Joy always! 

Pastor Mar 
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Join us for Sunday School! 
 

Every Sunday at 10:30 am 

 
All children in Preschool—5th grades 

are welcome! 

We begin together in the sanctuary 
and children are dismissed to  

Sunday School after  
Children’s Time. 
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Methodist Youth 
Fellowship 

All youth in  
7th through 12th grades 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All youth in 7
th
 – 12

th
 grades are in-

vited to attend, and please feel free 
to bring your friends! We have all 
sorts of things planned for the year 
in addition to our monthly meetings, 
so stay tuned. 

We are planning to gather over the 
winter break for something fun. 

Watch the inserts and your inbox 
for more information! 

 

From all of us to all of you: 
 

 Our last session for the Fall Se-
mester is Wednesday, December 8.  
The theme is “Christmas Party,” and 
everyone is encouraged to wear Christ-
mas colors. 

 Winter Semester will begin Janu-
ary 12 and end March 30.  If you would 
like to enroll your child, please contact 
Lillie Merrill (440-483-4609) before Jan-
uary 5 so that arrangements can be 
made.  All children in grades K – 8 are 
welcome to join us on Wednesdays 
from 4:15 to 7:15 p.m. for an evening of 
Bible Study, Worship, Activities, and 
Family Time, which includes a meal. 

 As a reminder to parents and 
staff if Youth Club has to be canceled 
due to weather conditions, the closings 
will be broadcast by the local television 
stations 3 and 5.   Please do not as-
sume that Youth Club will automatically 
be canceled when Columbia Schools 
are closed. 
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT OF OUR PEANUT BUTTER DRIVE! 
 

 Fifty-five jars of peanut were donated to Elyria Salvation Army because of your help.  
They were thrilled to  receive it. Now we move to the sock drive. During Advent we will  be collecting 
new socks to be donated to them. All types are needed, although men’s socks are especially  in de-
mand. We will also take new hats, gloves, and scarves. These will be taken to Elyria after Christmas. 
 
 Your UMW met on Nov. 10, 2021 to plan for 2022. This meeting is always challenging since 
there are many decisions to be made. Our calendar, officers, and budget are in place. Ideas for fund 
raising have also been developed. 
 
 The second part of this planning meeting is the FUN part. We disburse funds to various 
groups which support women, children and families. This year your UMW donated to the  following 
groups-Columbia  Food Center, Genesis House, West Side  Community House, Flat Rock, North /
coast District Haiti Mission, and Buckeye Clinic South Sudan. Yes, we raise money to give it away.  
 
 We are still selling RADA cutlery and their products. They have great dip and soup mixes 
which make useful presents. You can order directly at their website– www.radafundraising.com. 
Click on Select Your fundraising Group; then put in Columbia’s zip code and give Columbia UMW 
credit. If you need help or have questions , please contact Marcia Adamczyk. (440-724-3293) 
 
UMW will meet to celebrate Christmas on Wednesday, December 8, 2021 at 11:30 a.m. in Fellow-
ship Hall. 
 
 The first meeting for 2022 will be Wednesday, January 5, 2022 at 10:00 a.m. 
 
Pam Andrews and Sally Stone – co-presidents 
 
UMW CALENDAR 
 
Nov. 28-Dec.26-Sock Drive 
Wed. Dec. 8, 2021 – Celebration of Christmas 11: 30 a.m. 
Wed. Jan. 5, 2022-Regular Meeting  
Sat. Jan. 15, 2022-District UMW training meeting-10-noon at Bay UMC (Pastor Mar-
speaker)                                     
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The Upper Room Devotional 
Group has been meeting for 
seven years. We meet at 11 
a.m. on Thursdays. One  
advantage of this group is that 
each session is a stand-alone 
session. We do the  
Wednesday Upper Room De-
votional each week. Missing a 

session does not require make-up work. Join 
the group at any time.  The group is now meet-
ing in fellowship Hall. If you have questions,  
call Sally (440)236-8935. 

Our Senior Club will  take more time 
before we 

 resume activities. 
 

                      

 

 

We will keep you posted when 

we will resume meeting. 

Advent Bible Study 
Come and journey with 
us as we discover how 

the remarkable details of 
the Christmas story are 
what make it so believa-
ble. God did something 
big—something unex-

pected to grab people’s 
attention. 

Tuesdays @ 12 pm OR  
Wednesdays @ 7:30 pm 

November 30-December 22 

All are welcome!  

Please see Pastor Mar for details. 

 

 

Monday Night Bible Study 
Monday evenings at 7:30 PM 

 
This study group is led by Bob Keane, and 
meets Monday evenings in Fellowship Hall. 
Masks are required and social distancing 

practices are followed. 
 

For more information, please email the 
church office at  

cumcoffice@windstream.net 
 

Study groups takes a break in the summer 
but will resume in the fall. 

 

Tuesday Lunch Bunch 

Will continue after Advent 

Bible Study! 
Tuesdays at noon—bring your lunch 

and your Bible! 
 

All are welcome—jump in any time. We use 
lectio divina to read and study scripture and 

discuss what God might be saying to us 
through the Word. 

 

Crafting for Mission 
Meeting Canceled for December 

Our crafters have been really busy making 
lap blankets, but now we would like your 
help. If you have a loved one whom you 
would like to honor by dedicating a blanket 
in their memory, 
please let Lynne 
or Barb know. 
Each blanket 
will be given to 
someone in a 
nursing home, a 
homebound per-
son, or anyone 
who needs a 
physical remind-
er that they are 
loved and prayed 
for.  

Please contact Lynne Keane at  
440-225-3159 or Barb Hitchcock at  

236-3071 Thanks. 
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SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE 
Service of Worship:  10:30 a.m.  
(Drive-in worship available on 87.9 FM) 

Online Worship is made available by the Monday following on our YouTube channel 
Our Mission “To reveal the light of Christ in Columbia and around the World” 

December 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
4:15 pm Youth 
Club 

2 
11 am Upper 
Room 

3 4  
 

5 
8:30 Men’s  
     Breakfast 
11:45  
   Confirmation   
       Class 

6 
7:30  
Bible Study 

7 
12 noon  
Advent Bible 
Study 

8    
11:30 UMW  
       Luncheon 
4:15 Youth  
            Club 
7:30 pm  
    Advent Bible      
        Study 

9 
11 am Upper 
Room 

10 11 

12 
10:30 am  
  Children’s  
    Xmas Play 
11:45 Conf.  
        Class 

13 
7:30  
Bible Study 

14 
12 noon  
Advent Bible 
Study 

15 
NO Youth Club 
 
7:00 pm  
Advent Bible 
Study 

16 
11 am Upper 
Room 

17 18 

19 
10:30 am  
  Choir Cantata 
7 pm Blue  
    Xmas Svc 

20 
7:30  
Bible Study 

21 
12 noon  
Advent Bible 
Study 

22 
NO Youth Club 
 
7:00 pm  
Advent Bible 
Study 

23 
No Upper 
Room today 

24 
7 pm  
  Xmas Eve    
  Candlelight  
     Service 
 

25 

Merry  
Christmas 

26 
10:30 am  
   Lessons &  
        Carols 

27 
7:30  
No Bible Study 
tonight 
 

28 29 
NO Youth Club 

30 
No Upper 
Room today 

31  
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January 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

Columbia Food Cupboard Month 

January is the month for our church to help support The Columbia Food Cup-
board. Your donations of non-perishable food and paper products will help fami-
lies in our area.  Please bring your donations to the church anytime during the 
month. Thanks for your help and support of this outreach of our Columbia com-
munity churches and your willingness to help neighbors in need.  

1 

Happy  
New Year 

2 
8:30 Men’s  
       Breakfast 

3 
7:30 pm 
Bible Study 

4 
12 noon Brown 
Bag Bible Study 

5 
10 am UMW 
 

6 
11 am Upper  
          Room 
7:15 pm Choir 

7 
 

8 

9 10 
7:30 pm 
Bible Study 

11 
12 noon Brown 
Bag Bible Study 

12 
4:15 pm Youth  
      Club 

13 
11 am Upper  
          Room 
7:15 pm Choir 

14 
 

15 
UMW  
Dist.  Train. 
Mtg.12 noon 
Bay UMC 

16 17 
7:30 pm 
Bible Study 

18 
12 noon Brown 
Bag Bible Study 

19 
4:15 pm Youth  
      Club 

20 
11 am Upper  
          Room 
7:15 pm Choir 

21 
 

22 
10am-12pm   
    Crafting  
       for Mission 

23 24 
7:30 pm 
Bible Study 

25 
12 noon Brown 
Bag Bible Study 

26 
4:15 pm Youth  
      Club 

27 
11 am Upper  
          Room 
7:15 pm Choir 

28 
 

29 

30 31 
7:30 pm 
Bible Study 
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For Daily Prayer:  
 

For Daily Prayer: Cassidy (John K. grand-
daughter), Dan M. (Ayden & Gavin’s Grand-
pa), Russ & Clara L., Joanne & Joyce T., 
Dee & Cecil K., Connie H., Linda R., Edward 
P., Stephanie, Glenna S., Gloria W., Penelo-
pe, John & Norma K., Donna S., Eddie M., 
Sally B., Mary B., Tim C., Pat S., Joe P., 
Chuck & Olga S., Rick M., Sally B., Bob S., 
Charlie R., Howard B., Warren & Judy Ives, 
The family of Don Hagen 
 

Those in service to our country. 
 
Those in nursing homes or  
assisted living.  

 

  

 

(If you know of someone who is hospitalized or in a 
care facility and would like support from our church 
community, Please notify the church office! Please 
let us know when prayers have been answered and 
names can be removed.) 
 

“And pray in the Spirit on all occasions 
with all kinds of prayers and requests. 
With this in mind, be alert and always 
keep on praying for all the Lord’s  
people.”        
    Ephesians 6:18  

December 
4 Alex Miller 

5 Trinity Gilbert  

7 Pam Andrews 

17 Ruth Hagen 

17 Mia Bruner 

21 Samantha Huntington 

30 Keira Bruner 

January 
19 Thelma Ball 

24 Pat Balcziunas 

26 Becky Byrne 

31 Lillie Merrill 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Birthdays & Anniversary 

We love to celebrate with you! Let us 

know your birthday and/or anniver-

sary so that we can celebrate you, 

too! Email Pat at the church office: 

cumcoffice@windstream.net 

DO WE HAVE YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS? 
 

One thing we are learning during the  
pandemic, is that it is important to be prepared 

in the event that we need to communicate 
quickly to all of you. Please be sure to send us 
your email address so that we can build up our  

database. Please email the church office at 
cumcoffice@windstream.net. Thank you for 

your help in making  communications  
more effective! 

mailto:cumcoffice@windstream.net
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 Columbia United Methodist Preschool Update  

     Preschool continues with much positive feedback.  The students are progressing which has 
been noted by teachers as well as parents in conference 
.   
     The state inspection took place in early November.  Our preschool is approved and meets 
the standards for another year. 
   

     Our students enjoyed a Halloween celebration, a visit from the fire department and a visit 
from the Ukulele Ladies.  Our students loved these changes in their regular schedule.  It has 
been difficult to do any special events because of COVID protocols 
 

     Once again, the preschool board would like to thank the Church and the congregation for 
the support of the preschool.  It is a wonderful outreach in the Columbia community. 
 

     Let’s hope that 2022 brings positivity for all of us.   
            
Pamphlets are available in the narthex.   
Questions should be directed to,  
Renee Huntington at (440) 387-6505 or 
(440) 539-6835 
Website:  www.CUMPreschool.com 
E-mail: preschoolCUM@gmail.com 
Phone: (440)387-6505. 

Columbia Fire  

Department visits 

Preschool 

Ukulele Trio 
also  
visited the 
Preschool 
Children 

http://www.CUMPreschool.com
mailto:preschoolCUM@gmail.com
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 As of November 21, the General 
Operating Fund balance is $7,527.  All 
current operating bills have been paid.  
Plus, our 2021 Administrative Confer-
ence and District Apportionments and 
the Pastor’s Health and  Pension Pre-
miums have been paid in full through 
the end of the year. 

 Likewise, our World Service and 
Conference Apportionments have been 
paid in full through the end of the year. 
In addition to these Mission Apportion-
ments, donations have been received 
specifically for the Nehemiah  Mission 
Project and the North Coast Haiti Mis-
sion and will be forwarded  before year 
end.  The balance in our World Service 
and Conference Benevolence Fund is 
$1,599.  Our Mission Apportionments 
are used to support United Methodist 
mission projects within the United 
States and throughout the world.  They 
are one way we can be the hands and 
feet of Christ. 

 As the Christmas season ap-
proaches and you make your gift list, 
please consider giving a special gift to 
the church so that we can continue our 
mission to reveal the light of Christ in 
Columbia and around the world. Your 
continued support is greatly appreciat-
ed.  Thank you. 

 

Advent Worship Schedule 
 

The Worship Committee met and 
opened with prayer on Tuesday 

evening, November 16th. The fol-
lowing items were discussed: 

 
*Service of Remembrance - 31 candles were lit 
in memory of church family loved ones.  
 
* Advent Sundays :  
 Choir members will be lighting Advent  
       candles and offering special music     
       and liturgy.  
 Youth Club musicians will provide special 
       music on December 5th. 
  A children’s Christmas Pageant will be      
       performed on December 12th.  
 The choir’s Christmas program “Prepare 
       Him Room” will be held on December 
       9th. 
  Christmas Eve candle lighting and liturgy 
      provided by Pastor Mar and family.      
      There will be only one service at  
      7:00 PM. 

 
 * Poinsettias may be ordered through Decem-
ber 5th; order forms available in church narthex. 
On Sunday, December 26th, Pastor Mar will be 
on vacation; a service of Carols and Liturgy will 
be held.  

 
The meeting adjourned with closing prayer.  
Respectfully submitted, 
Marcia Wonnacott Chair 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annual Father and Son or Daughter 
Breakfast 

Sun., Dec. 5th  
at 8:30 am  

Sign up sheet in the lobby or 
email Bob: kbobk3000@gmail.com 



Columbia U.M.C. 
25453 Royalton Rd 
Columbia Station, OH44028 

Phone:  440-236-8822 
Email cumcoffice@windstream.net 

 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

Dated Material  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 


